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• The technical feature of independent claim 1 is the technical matter that 
'Mroplets of the ink are dripped (Continued to extra sheet.) 
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onto the respective spacer forming positions". 

Meanwhile, the technical feature of independent claim 10 is the 
technical matter that '"there comprises a step of performing a trial 
ejection of the ink so as to check if there is any abnormal ejection 
before the ink is ejected toward the spacer forming position, a step 
of ejecting the ink from a normal nozzle to drip a droplet of the ink 
onto the spacer forming position but if an abnormal ejection nozzle 
is detected when the trial ejection is performed, not ejecting the ink 
from the abnormal nozzle, and a step of shifting the positions of the 
nozzles corresponding to the spacer forming position to position a normal 
nozzle at the spacer forming position corresponding to the ejection 
abnormal nozzle at the previous step and ejecting the ink from the normal 
nozzle to drip a droplet of the ink onto the spacer forming position" . 
Independent claim 11 involves the technical feature corresponding to 
that of independent claim 10. 

As stated above, the technical feature of independent claim 1 is 
quite different from that of independent claims 10-11. 

Therefore, since independent claim 1 and independent claims 10-11 
do not share "a special technical feature", they do not satisfy the 
unity of inventions. 

Consequently, the claims of the application define the following 
1 0 invent ions . 
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